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What is claimed is: 

^ ^ !• An ink composition/ comprising a colorant; a 

^ /polymer covering the co^rant and having, in its 
molecular chain, sites Reassessing ultraviolet absorbing 
activity and/or photostabilizing activity; water; and a 
water-soluble organicy^olvent . 

2. The ink compos it ion. /according to claim 1, 
wherein the polymer functions \5isy& dispersant and covers 
the colorant. / 

3, The ink composition according to claim 2, 
wherein either the weight average molecular weight or 
the number average molecular weight of the polymer is 
1,000 to 50,000. 

^ 4. The ink composittion according to claim 2 — 3*, 

wherein the polymer h^s hydrophilic and hydrophobic 
groups . 

5. The ink compos^lstion \ according to claim 4, 
wherein the hydrophilic grobp Vis at least one member 
selected from the group consdTsrSsng of carboxyl, sulfonic 
acid, phosphoric acid, amido, and 3HU-no groups. 

6. The ink composition according to claim 4, 
wherein the hydrophobic group is at least one member 
selected from the group consisting of alkyl, substituted 
alkyl, aromatic monocyclic hydrocarbon, fused polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbon, heteromonocyclic , and fused 
heterocyclic groups . 

7. The ink composition according to claim 4, 
wherein the polymer is a random copolymer, a block 
copolymer, or a graft copolymer. ^ 

8. The ink composition according to^^^ — 
olaimc — 3 — to > , which further comprises polymeric fine 
particles having a diameter of 5 to 200 nm. 

9. The ink composition according to claim 8, 
wherein the polymeric fine particles are dispersed 
particles of a polymer emulsion having a minimum film- 
forming temperature of SO^'C or below. 
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10. The ink composition acj^rding to claim 1, 
wherein the polymer is in thel^&Kna of fine particles 
covering the colorant. /\ 

11. The ink compos it iorf'according to claim 10, 

wherein the colorant has a/glass transition point of 30°C 
or below. / 

12. The ink composition according t^b claim 11, 
wherein the water-soluble organic solveiji: has a boiling 

point of 180°C or above. 

13. The ink composition accoifding to 
claimc — TO tr© — 3r2-, wherein the polymer has 
sulfonic acid group as a fxj^iqt^^nal group. 

14. The ink compos 
^.Q^a^-me — 1-6 — %e — 13 , whereof th^ colorant has a particle 



iccording to e ny 



a carboxyl or 

e.^<iMy a fi> 

one of * 



diameter of 5 to 500 npr. v ^ . ^ 

15. The ink sromposition according to any one — 
i ^laims — 3r'0--4:;.Qs£d3l / wfiich further comprises other colorant. 

16. The ydnk composition according to claim 15, 
wherein the i26lorant is a pigment or a dye. QjitijCfn f 

17. The ink composition according to cany — one — 
^ claim s — 3^ — — 1-6-, wherein the polymer comprises 



■ nnmpnncuj^ m;^ i pi y rrft a thermoplastic polymer. 

18. The ink composition according to claim 17, 
wherein the thermoplastic polymer is selected from the 
group consisting of an ethylene/ vinyl acetate copolymer, 
an ethylene/ethyl acrylate copolymer, polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polystyrene, a poly (meth ) acrylic ester, a 
styrene/ (meth) acrylic ester copolymer, a styrene/maleic 
acid copolymer, a styrene/itaconic ester copolymer, 
polyvinyl acetate, polyester, polyurethane, and 
polyamide. 

The ink composition according to *> Qny — oxx% — 

possessing the 
and/or the 
from the group 
consisting of Naromatic monocyclic hydrocarbon, fused 
polycyclic aroma'^ix: hydrocarbon, heteromonocyclic , and 




-*©"*"*Tr8*, wherein the site 
ultraviole-bvabsorbing activity 
photostabili^i^g activity is selected 
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used heterocyclic groups, and has absorbing activity in 
aN^velength region from 200 to 4 00 nm. oJj^^i^^i 



% 



ink composition according to -any one- — o£ 

- r* 1 -i 1 tja 3^9", wherein the site possessing the 

ultraviolet absorbing activity or the photostabilizing 
activity nas a benzotriazole, benzophenone, salicylate, 
cyanoacrylatte, hindered phenol, or hindered amine 
skeleton. ^ • , 

21. The ink composition according to a - ny one — o*- 
—c laims — i — bo — wherein the polymer is a polymer or a 

copolymer using, as a monomer, a benzotriazole 
ultraviolet absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated 
bond, a benzophenone ultraviolet absorber having an 
ethylenically unsaturated bond, a salicylate ultraviolet 
absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated bond, a 
cyanoacrylate ultraviolet absorber having an 
ethylenically unsaturated bond, a hindered phenol 
ultraviolet absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated 
bond, or a hindered amine photostabilizer having an 
ethylenically unsaturated bond. ctaXml 

22. The ink comp^^Jrtioh according to^ any uiie — e# 
claima — 1 to 2 which is ..oki^^-n ink jet recording. 

23. A recording method comprising the step of 
depositing an ink composition onto a recording medium to 
perform printing, the ink composition being one 
according to^T Hiy nno nf ci-Qimc — 1 to 2 2 " . 

24. An ink jet recording method comprising the 
steps of: ejecting a droplet of an ink composition; and 
depositing the droplet onto a recording medium to 
perform printing, the ink composition being one 
according to any one u£ ■i ULaimp 1 to 22 . 

25. A record printed by the recording method 
according to claim 23 24 *. 

26. A colorant comprising: a dye or a pigment; and 
""^^ polymer covering the /fye or the pigment and having, in 




its molecular chaiiyf sites possessing ultraviolet 
absorbing activity anra/or photostabilizing activity, the 
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colorant being in the forit^^f fine particles. 

\27. The colorant according to claim 26, wherein the 
ite possessing the ultraviolet-absorbing activity 
and/or tr%e photostabilizing activity is selected from 
^ the group insisting of aromatic monocyclic hydrocarbon, 
fused polycyciic aromatic hydrocarbon, heteromonocyclic, 
and fused heWrocyclic groups, and has absorbing 
activity in a wavelength region from 2 00 to 4 00 nm. 
^ 28, The colors^t according to claim 26 -e^= — Srhr 

wherein the site posH^ssing the ultraviolet absorbing 
activity or the phof^ostabilizing activity has a 
benzotriazole , benzophenonfe^^ salicylate , cyanoacrylate , 
hindered phenol, or hindered amine skeleton. 

29* The colorant according to ^ ^ any ono of claimo — ^ 
^ -.-Z- .^^fee — 3-8-y wherein the polymer is a polymer or a copolymer 
using, as a monomer, a benzotriazole ultraviolet 
U absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated bond, a 

benzophenone ultraviolet absorber having an 
ethylenically unsaturated bond, a salicylate ultraviolet 
absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated bond, a 
iy cyanoacrylate ultraviolet absorber having an 

i:^ ethylenically unsaturated bond, a hindered phenol 

j:5 ultraviolet absorber having an ethylenically unsaturated 

bond, or a hindered amine photostabilizer having an 
ethylenically unsaturated bond, . 
A 30, The colorant accor/ijAy^to^^^tfty — efte — — olai - mo — Sr& 

ft^ — 2^, wherein the colorantxTia^ a glass transition point 

of 3 0°C or below. , . 

. 31. The colorant according to^ ^ny nnn o f claimg — 2-6^ 

A ^ 

J U:> " 3 0 - > wherein the polymer comprises -^fc — polymG r c u mp O L >u J * 

maiiily u£'a thermoplastic polymer. 

32. The colorant according to claim 31, wherein the 

thermoplastic polymer is selected from the group 

consisting of an ethylene/vinyl acetate copolymer, an 

ethylene/ethyl aery late copolymer, polyethylene, 

polypropylene, polystyrene, a poly (meth) acrylic ester, a 

styrene/(meth) acrylic ester copolymer, a styrene/maleic 
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acid copolymer, a styrene/itaconic ester copolymer, 
polyvinyl acetate, polyester, polyurethane, and 
polyamide. . 

33. The colorant accordingjco claim 32, wherein the 
polymer has a carboxyl or s41tT^nic acid group as a 
functional group. ^ ^ 

34. The ink composition according to^^ jmy ono — e^* 
-ei^-iffis — 2-6 — bo — 3*, wherein the colorant has a particle 

diameter of 5 to 500 nm. ^ . 

35. The colorant according to .any ■ono of clci-i-ms — 2^ 
■ to 34 ', which is in the Jorm of a polymer emulsion. 

36. The colorant acoAi^di^g to,*any nne of claims — 3^ 




> to 3 ^, which is used in an Xn^^or ink jet recording, 



